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When the determinants of regional competition (RC) are discussed two categories of studies can be 
distinguished: the first category approaches RC as a cumulative result of more determinant factors, 
while the second one focuses on a particular driver of competitiveness. The factors most frequently 
taken into considerations refer to employment and productivity level, sectorial structure of employ-
ment, demographic trends, investments, investment in knowledge economy assets, infrastructure en-
dowment, level and nature of education, innovation and R&D. In the current debates about 
European economic and social cohesion RC represents a key issue. As pointed out in a paper by 
Nijkamp (1997) and confirmed by the international experience, in an increasing regional competi-
tion there will be always winners and losers but “it is important to recognize the difference between 
absolute and relative winners (or losers)”.  Based on these overall considerations this paper pro-
poses an insight into Romanian regions’ competitiveness, mainly from human resources perspective. 
Employing data offered by both Romanian and EU official statistics it aims to provide a hierar-
chy of Romanian regions from their competitiveness viewpoint in national context as well as to 
identify the competitive advantages of Romania’s human resources in the new context generated by 
its accession to the EU. 
           regional competitiveness, human resources, Romanian regions, competitive advan-
tages, European Union 
 
 
                
 
                                                                             
                                                                                      
                                                                              
                                                                                      
                                                                                 
                                                                                       
                                                                                         
                                     Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24      Iulie 2007 
 
92 
                                                                             
                                                                                     
                                                                                            
                                                                                       
       
                                                                                       
            
•                                                                                 
                         
•                                                                            
                                                                                 
                                                             
•                                                                                   
                       
                                                                              
                                                                                         
                                              
                                                                                    
                                                                                   
                                                                        
  I        I                                                               
                                                                                            
                                                                                 
                                                                                         
                                                                              
                                                                                  
                            
                                                                                 
                                                                                        
                                                                                               
                                                                                      
                                    
                                                                                          
                                                     
￿                                                                               
                                                                                   
                                                                          
                                                               
￿                                                                              
                                                                                Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24                       Iulie 2007 
 
93 
                                                                            
                                                                             
                                                                             
                                                                               
                                                                                    
                                              
￿  I                                                                               
                                                                            
                                                                                
                                              I                            
                                                    
￿                                                                            
                                                                               
                                                                             
￿                                                                              
                                                                                
                                                                              
                                                                           
                                                                                       
                                                                           
                                                                                 
                                                                                     
                                                                       
                                                                                    
                                                                       
                                                            
                                                                                 
                                    rădăcini                                      
                                                                                         
        trunchi                                      ramuri                            
              fructele                                                                  
                                                                                
                                                                                     
               
                                             trei nivele  Primul               
                                                                                      
                                                                                     
                                                                                        
Al doilea nivel                                                                           Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24      Iulie 2007 
 
94 
                              al treilea nivel                                          
                                                  
                                                                                       
                                                                                   
                                                                                  
                                                                                   
                                                                                    
                                                                                   
                                                                              
                                                                                          
                                                                                          
                                                                                         
                                     
 
 
                                                                  
 
                                                                               
                                                                                   
                           I                                                      
                                                                               
 I                           I                                             
                                                                                     
                                                             
  
                                             I                                    
                                                                                     
                   I                                                                       
                                                                                            
                                                                                     
 I                                                           I              
                                                                                
                                                                         
                                                                                    
                                                                                      
                                                                                       
                     
  I                                                                                                    
                                                                                                  
                                                                                                        
                                                                                              
                                                         Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24                       Iulie 2007 
 
95 
                                                                          I                  
                                                                                          
                                                 I                                  
                                                                                 
                                              I                                   
                                                                                 
                                                                                  
                                           II                                   
                                              II                                           
          
                                                                            
                                           I                                         
                                                                                     
                                         
                                   
                                                                                   
                                                                                          
                  
                                                               
                                                                                    
                                                                                   
                                                                                     
                                                                                   
                                                                                  
                                                                                  
                                                                                         
                                I                                               
                                                      
                                                                            
                                                                                           
                                                                                           
                                                                                   
I                                                                                   
                                                                                   
                                                                                  
                     
                                                                                            
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                               
                                                                                                       
                                                                 Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24      Iulie 2007 
 
96 
                                                                                         
                   
                                                                           
                                                                                  
                                                                                      
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
                         
 
 
                                                                 
                                                           
 
                                                                              
                                                                                  
                                                                                              
                                        
                                                                            
                                                                                
                                                                                        
                      
                                                
                                                                            
                                                                                       
                                                                               
                                                                                
          
                                                                          
                                                                                    
                                                                            
 
                                                                
 
       
                                                                                
                                                                        
                                                                                      
                                                                                    
 Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24                       Iulie 2007 
 
97 
                                                                                    
                                                                                     
                                                                                           
                                               
                                                                                  
                                                                                  
                                                                                       
                                                             
 
                                              
 
                                
                                           
                                                                               
                                                           
                                       
                                                                 
                                                                                 
                                                                                     
                     
 
 
          
                                         
 
 
                                                            
                                                         
                                                        
                                                     
                                                         
                                                     
                                                          
                                                        
          
                                                      
 
 
                                                                                
                                                                                Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24      Iulie 2007 
 
98 
                                             I                                         
                                                                                  
                                                                                     
                                                                                            
                                                                      
                                                                                  
                                                                                   
                                 I                                                
                                                                                  
                                                                                           
                                                                                  
                                                                                     
                                                                                        
                                                                                      
                                                                                 I       
                                                                                 
                                                                               
                                                                                     
                                                                                  
                                                                                       
                                                                       
                                                                              
                                                                                  
                                                                                
                                                                                    
                                                                                   
                                                                                        
                                                                                       
                                                                                   
                                                                                       
                                
 
              
 
                                                                              
                                                                               
                                                                                     
                                                                                  
                                                                                  
                                                                                            Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24                       Iulie 2007 
 
99 
                                                                                        
                                                                                
                                                                                     
                                                                              
                                                                                         
                                                                                             
                                                                                   
                                                                                        
                  
                                                                                  
                                                                                    
                                                                                      
          I                                                                          
                                                                                  
                                                                                               
                                                                                     
                                                                                    
                                                        I                            
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
                    
                                                                                 
                                                                                   
                                                                                       
                                                                                   
                                                                                        
                                                                                   
                                                                              
                                           
 
 
             
 
    Anuarul Statistic al României- 2006  I                                            
 
                                                                             
                          I             I                      Economic Develop-
ment Quarterly,            
 Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24      Iulie 2007 
 
100 
                                                            I         A 
Study on the Factors of Regional Competitiveness. A final report for The European Commis-
sion Directorate-General Regional Policy, 
                                                                        
                                                
 
         I         International Benchmark of the Regional Investment Climate in 
Northwestern Europe       
 
               Competitiveness: the major economic policy challenge                
                                                           
 
                            Sixth Periodic Report on the Regions  
 
                            Second Report on Economic and Social Cohesion  
 
                            Third Report on Economic and Social Cohesion 
 
                                                                      
                                                        
 
                                                                                 
   Journal of Monetary Economics           
 
I           The World Competitiveness Yearbook                     
 
                                                                            
                      
 
                                          I                                  
I                                                                                
                                                                     
                                
 
                                                                                 
                     Regional Studies,               
 
                                          I                                       
            Scientific  Seminar  in  Honour  of  Rolf  Funck                              
                        Jurnalul Economic 
 




                                          The regional competitiveness debate             
             
 
                                         The National Competitiveness Framework 
Model                                                              
 
                                                                             
                                                                              
                                         
                                                                              
                                                Regional Competition                   
     
 
                   The Competitive Advantages of Nations                       
 
                                                                           
                   International Regional Science Review,         
 
                   On Competition                                  
 
                                                                                 
Entrepreneurship and Regional Development           
 
        I   I                                                      I         
  I                          Asia-Pacific Development Journal,                      
     
 
                                 The  Global  Competitiveness  Report  2005  
               
 
 
                     T  T                                          
                                                                     
                                                                                         
                                                                                      
                                                                                      
                        
 
 Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24      Iulie 2007 
 
102 
         T                                                                 
                                                        
                                                                                 
    I                                                                             
                                                  
 
 
      
 
                       
                                                           
                                                         
                                                        
                                                     
                                                         
                                                     
                                                          
                                                         
          
      
                                               
                                           
 
                                                                        
                                                           
                                                                 
                                                                
                                                             
                                                                 
                                                             
                                                                  
                                                                
          
                                                              
                                                                                   
 
                                                                            
                
    
                                                           Jurnalul Economic 
 
Anul X, nr. 24                       Iulie 2007 
 
103 
                                                         
                                                        
                                                     
                                                         
                                                     
                                                          
                                                        
          
                                                      




                                        
 
                                                           
                                                                         
                                                                      
                                                                  
                                                                        
                                                                     
                                                                          
                                                                        
          
                                                                       
                                                                                   
 
 